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Who We Are- A Church That Carries the Gospel 

From our earliest days in 2003, as a mission work in King George County, we have bad a 
defined purpose and vision. Our goal has always been to "Seek to know the grace of God and to 
make ii known to others." What other hope do we have? Our lives rest upon His free grace and 
mercy to us! What hope do others have? It is the same hope; many of our neighbors simply 
don't know it yet! Our campaign is called, "Gateway to Grace." As a church in King George 
County, the "Gateway to the Northern Neck," we bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to our 
own church, as well as to those around us. As we befriend our neighbors and each other, and as 
we worship together, our body is a gateway for others to encounter the grace of God. Our 
building will be a physical gateway to better enable us to fulfill our call as it relates to the Great 
Commission! 

Where We Are-A Church With Facility Needs 

God has always provided for His people at Grace Pres. In our early years, meeting 
locations were scarce, and schools were not open to church use. Then, the VFW and King 
George Builder's Association offered our current building at the remarkably low rent of 
S800/mo. That was a great blessing from God, but our needs now are different than they were 15 
years ago. Our congregation has ministered faithfully to those around us, but our small, 
windowless building, that is hidden at the end ofa gravel road, is no longer adequate. We can't 
even put up signage that is sufficient to catch someone's eye on Rt. 301. 

It only takes one look inside the doors of our current facility, and the needs become 
immediately apparent: 

•our worship area gives the impression that we are at capacity, even when we are not. 
-the exterior of our building and pa.ricing areas are uninviting. 
-our nursery is filled to the brim, and active children don't have the room that they need. 
-we lack a cry room where parents can take children that need a change of venue. 
•we inevitably have lines at our two restrooms. 
-nursing moms have no place to go. 
-classroom space is extremely limited. 
-lack of office space makes meetings and current administrative work difficult. 
•the kitchen does not have space or equipment to allow for food and meal preparation. 



For years, we have known that at some point, we would need to move. God's kingdom is 
a growing kingdom, and we are citizens in our King's realm. It only makes sense that as our 
county grows that we wouJd grow with it. Last year's study by the University of Virginia 
projected that King George and other area counties will grow by more than 30% from 2020- 
2040. The county is clearly promoting both economic and residential growth around us. New 
churches are already building in the area, and others are expanding. After examining many 
properties and buildings over the years, we recently thought that we had found a rental property 
that would meet our needs. The Classy Decor building provided a good location and adequate 
space. While a rental cost of $6,000/mo. was an expensive proposition, it seemed to be the only 
option for our body to relocate. In the end, the S500,000 cost to make the necessary 
modifications just didn't make sense. We would have spent SI .25 million on a rental property at 
the end of IO years. 

Fresh conversations with general contractors and realtors provided opportunities that 
were not apparent beforehand. It became clear to the elders that we could quite possibly find a 
suitable location and build our own building that would be customized for our particular ministry 
needs. After exploring multiple properties, a parcel of land was identified on Rt. 3 that the 
Session believed offers good potential for our church. On May I 0", the congregation coofinned 
the recommendation of the session, and we voted to purchase the property for approximately 
$230,000, including closing costs. Because of the low rent that we paid for 15 years, we are able 
to purchase the land with savings and allocate additional resources for construction. 

Where We Are Going - A Church With Facilities to our Pursue Our Mission 

Now, it is time to make a move. It is time to pursue a building that will not hinder 
ministry in King George but will actually enable ministry to our own people and to others in our 
community. After input from the congregation, our architect can design a building to meet our 
needs, including: 

-a nursery of increased size and provision that facilitates proper care of our many little 
ones. 
•classrooms of sufficient size and number to disciple adults, youth, and children in ways 
that are fitting to each age group. 
•restroom space that allows for minimal or no waiting for bathroom needs. 
-a sanctuary area that seats 250-275 to facilitate worship, including improved audio 
visual equipment and most importantly, sufficient room for our congregation and visitors. 
-a wann and hospitable foyer and greeting area, so that everyone who enters our doors 
can be properly welcomed and grab a cup of coffee. 
-visibility in the community on a major highway that will provide an inviting destination, 
inside and out, for people to explore our church and the Christian faith. 
-a kitchen that allows an adequate place for food preparation, a serving window, 
refrigeration and cooking and warming areas. 
•storage space for tables, Sunday school supplies, playground equipment, decorations, 
VBS materials, etc. 
•signage that shows the community where we are located. 
-a playground for busy young ones, where they can safely play with their friends. 
-parking that is ample ... and paved. 
-office space for pastoral and support staff to support administration and counseling. 



What Will It Cost-A Church with a Plan 

After subtracting $230,000 for the land purchase, we expect the cost of land development 
and building to be $1.75·2 million. That would provide everything needed to get us into a 
furnished building of approximately 8,000 sq. ft. That is 3.3 times the size of our current 
building. ln order to keep our debt payments to $100,000 annually, 33% of our annual budget. 

There are a lot of variables in projecting these figures, including interest rates for a loan. The 
numbers could vary. lfthe capital campaign approaches $600,000, our monthly mortgage rate 
could be close to what we would have paid in rent in the other building. We would save a great 
deal over the life oftbe Joan in 

The primary part of the campaign will take place this October and results will be 

announced in November. If there is an early influx of giving, we have good reason to believe we 
can break ground soon. Early giving will facilitate the down payment for the bank Joan. Giving 

be in a new building in Jess than 2 years! 

Our Commitment-A Church that Take, Stewardship Seriously 

must make a move. We've been in our windowless, hidden building for IS years. lfwe don't 
endeavor to move now, when our community is growing around us, when will we move? 

exceptionally generous in its giving. With a great challenge before us, that challenge will 
definitely require a sacrificial commitment from all of our households. We certainly don't 
expect everyone to be able to give the same amount, but we do need every bousebold that 
believes in our mission of making God's grace known to make a sacrifice that is meaningful to 
them. We want to reach our community as well as secure a place for future generations to 
worship and to serve. In the months ahead, we invite each person in our congregation to 
prayerfully ask God, "Dear Lord, what would you do through me to accomplish your vision/or 
our church? Help me discern a sacrifice for our capital campaign rhat is both meaningful and 
joyful.·· 

In John 10:7, Jesus said, •• Truly, truly, I say lo you, I am the gate of the sheep." As we 
have been studying the book of Acts, Paul reported that God bad "opened a door (or gate) of 
faiJh to the Gentiles." So it is for Grace Presbyterian Church in King George. Jesus is the way 
of salvation. He is the gate, and the way of salvation is opened to those around us. And, as it 

was for Paul, a door of faith bas been opened for ministry to those around us. Together, let's 
look to the Lord and build a church that will be a beacon to the community and a gateway to the 
grace of God that is found in Christ alone! 

If we are going to fulfill the fuU potential of our mission to King George and beyond, we 

beyond the $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0   will reduce our monthly mortgage payment. We are hopeful that we could 

Clearly, even the minimum amount of $500,000 is a lot of money for a small church thal is 

we need to raise a minimum amount of$500,000 over three years, beyond our regu]ar giving. 


