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Q. 154. What are the outward means whereby Christ communicates to usthe benefits of his mediation?A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communi-cates to his church the benefits of  his mediation, are all his ordi-nances; especially the Word, sacraments, and prayer; all which aremade effectual to the elect for their salvation.x
Q. 155. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?A. The Spirit of  God maketh the reading, but especially thepreaching of  the Word, an effectual means of  enlightening,y con-vincing, and humbling sinners;z of  driving them out of  them-selves, and drawing them unto Christ;a of  conforming them to hisimage,b and subduing them to his will;c of  strengthening them against
x.  Matt. 28:19–20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observeall things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even untothe end of  the world. Amen.  Acts 2:42, 46–47. And they continued stedfastly in theapostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of  bread, and in prayers.… Andthey, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from houseto house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of  heart, praising God, andhaving favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such asshould be saved.y.  Neh. 8:8. So they read in the book in the law of  God distinctly, and gave thesense, and caused them to understand the reading.  Acts 26:18. [I send thee] to opentheir eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of  Satan untoGod, that they may receive forgiveness of  sins, and inheritance among them which aresanctified by faith that is in me.  Ps. 19:8. The statutes of  the LORD are right, rejoic-ing the heart: the commandment of  the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.z.  1 Cor. 14:24–25. But if  all prophesy, and there come in one that believethnot, or one unlearned, he is convinced of  all, he is judged of  all: and thus are thesecrets of  his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worshipGod, and report that God is in you of  a truth.  See 2 Chron. 34:18–19, 26–28.a.  Acts 2:37, 41. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart,and said unto Peter and to the rest of  the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall wedo?… Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day therewere added unto them about three thousand souls.  See Acts 8:27–38.b.  2 Cor. 3:18. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of  theLord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of  theLord.  See Col. 1:27.c.  2 Cor. 10:4–6. … (for the weapons of  our warfare are not carnal, but mightythrough God to the pulling down of  strong holds;) casting down imaginations, andevery high thing that exalteth itself  against the knowledge of  God, and bringing intocaptivity every thought to the obedience of  Christ; and having in a readiness to re-venge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.  See Rom. 6:17–18.
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temptations and corruptions;d of  building them up in grace,e andestablishing their hearts in holiness and comfort through faith untosalvation.f

Q. 156. Is the Word of  God to be read by all?A. Although all are not to be permitted to read the Word pub-licly to the congregation,g yet all sorts of  people are bound to read itapart by themselves,h and with their families:i to which end, the Holy
d.  Eph. 6:16–17. … above all, taking the shield of  faith, wherewith ye shall beable to quench all the fiery darts of  the wicked. And take the helmet of  salvation, andthe sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  God.  Col. 1:28. … whom we preach,warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present everyman perfect in Christ Jesus.  Ps. 19:11. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: andin keeping of  them there is great reward.  See Matt. 4:4, 7, 10; 1 Cor. 10:11.e.  Eph. 4:11–12. And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of  the saints, for thework of  the ministry, for the edifying of  the body of  Christ.  Acts 20:32. And now,brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of  his grace, which is able to buildyou up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.  See2 Tim. 3:15–17.f.  Rom. 16:25. Now to him that is of  power to stablish you according to mygospel, and the preaching of  Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of  the mystery,which was kept secret since the world began …  1 Thess. 3:2, 10–11, 13. And [we]sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of  God, and our fellowlabourer in the gos-pel of  Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith.… night andday praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which islacking in your faith? Now God himself  and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,direct our way unto you.… to the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable inholiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ with allhis saints.  See Rom. 15:4; 10:13–17; 1:16.g.  Deut. 31:9, 11–13. And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto thepriests the sons of  Levi, which bare the ark of  the covenant of  the LORD, and unto allthe elders of  Israel.… When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God inthe place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hear-ing. Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy stranger thatis within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORDyour God, and observe to do all the words of  this law: and that their children, whichhave not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long asye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.  See Neh. 8:2–3; 9:3–5.h. Deut. 17:19. And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the daysof  his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of  this lawand these statutes, to do them.  Rev. 1:3. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hearthe words of  this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for thetime is at hand.  John 5:39. Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternallife: and they are they which testify of  me.  Isa. 34:16. Seek ye out of  the book of  theLORD, and read: no one of  these shall fail.…
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Scriptures are to be translated out of  the original into vulgarlanguages.k

Q. 157. How is the Word of  God to be read?A. The Holy Scriptures are to be read with an high and reverentesteem of  them;l with a firm persuasion that they are the very Word
i.  Deut. 6:6–9. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be inthine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk ofthem when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and whenthou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign uponthine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt writethem upon the posts of  thy house, and on thy gates.  Gen. 18:17, 19. And the LORDsaid, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do …? For I know him, that he willcommand his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of  theLORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that whichhe hath spoken of  him.  Ps. 78:5–7. For he established a testimony in Jacob, andappointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should makethem known to their children: that the generation to come might know them, even thechildren which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children:that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of  God, but keep hiscommandments.k.  1 Cor. 14:6, 9, 11–12, 15–16, 24, 27–28. Now, brethren, if  I come untoyou speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either byrevelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?… So likewise ye, ex-cept ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what isspoken? for ye shall speak into the air.… Therefore if  I know not the meaning of  thevoice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be abarbarian unto me. Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of  spiritual gifts, seek thatye may excel to the edifying of  the church.… What is it then? I will pray with thespirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I willsing with the understanding also. Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shallhe that occupieth the room of  the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of  thanks, seeinghe understandeth not what thou sayest?… But if  all prophesy, and there come in onethat believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of  all, he is judged of  all.… Ifany man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and thatby course; and let one interpret. But if  there be no interpreter, let him keep silence inthe church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.  Neh. 8:8. So they read in thebook in the law of  God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understandthe reading.l.  Ps. 119:97. O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.  Ps. 19:10.More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also thanhoney and the honeycomb.  Ex. 24:7. And he took the book of  the covenant, andread in the audience of  the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will wedo, and be obedient.  2 Chron. 34:27. Because thine heart was tender, and thoudidst humble thyself  before God, when thou heardest his words against this place, andagainst the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself  before me, and didst rend thy
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of  God,m and that he only can enable us to understand them;n withdesire to know, believe, and obey the will of  God revealed in them;owith diligence,p and attention to the matter and scope of  them;q withmeditation,r application,s self-denial,t and prayer.u
clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD. Isa. 66:2.For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith theLORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of  a contrite spirit, andtrembleth at my word.  See Neh. 8:3–10.m. 2 Pet. 1:19–21. We have also a more sure word of  prophecy; whereunto yedo well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the daydawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy of  thescripture is of  any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by thewill of  man: but holy men of  God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.Matt. 4:4. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,but by every word that proceedeth out of  the mouth of  God.  1 Thess. 2:13. For thiscause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of  Godwhich ye heard of  us, ye received it not as the word of  men, but as it is in truth, theword of  God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.  See Mark 7:13.n.  Luke 24:45. Then opened he their understanding, that they might under-stand the scriptures.  2 Cor. 3:13–16. And not as Moses, which put a vail over hisface, that the children of  Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of  that which isabolished: but their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vailuntaken away in the reading of  the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Neverthelesswhen it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.o.  Deut. 17:10, 20. And thou shalt do according to the sentence, which they ofthat place which the LORD shall choose shall shew thee; and thou shalt observe to doaccording to all that they inform thee.… that his heart be not lifted up above hisbrethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or tothe left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children,in the midst of Israel.p.  Acts 17:11. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that theyreceived the word with all readiness of  mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whetherthose things were so.q.  Acts 8:30, 34. And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophetEsaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest?… And the eunuch answeredPhilip, and said, I pray thee, of  whom speaketh the prophet this? of  himself, or ofsome other man? Luke 10:26–28. He said unto him, What is written in the law?how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with allthy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; andthy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, andthou shalt live.r.  Ps. 1:2. But his delight is in the law of  the LORD; and in his law doth hemeditate day and night.  Ps. 119:97. O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all theday. s.  2 Chron. 34:21. Go, inquire of  the LORD for me, and for them that are left in
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Q. 158. By whom is the Word of  God to be preached?A. The Word of  God is to be preached only by such as are suffi-ciently gifted,w and also duly approved and called to that office.x

Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of  the book that is found: for great is thewrath of  the LORD that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept theword of  the LORD, to do after all that is written in this book.t.  Prov. 3:5. Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine ownunderstanding.  Deut. 33:3. Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand:and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of  thy words.  Matt. 16:24.Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If  any man will come after me, let him deny himself,and take up his cross, and follow me.  See Luke 9:23; Gal. 1:15–16.u.  Prov. 2:1–6. My son, if  thou wilt receive my words, and hide my command-ments with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart tounderstanding; yea, if  thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for under-standing; if  thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; thenshalt thou understand the fear of  the LORD, and find the knowledge of  God. For theLORD giveth wisdom: out of  his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.  Ps.119:18. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of  thy law.Neh. 8:6, 8. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people an-swered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, andworshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.… So they read in the book in thelaw of  God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.w.  1 Tim. 3:2, 6. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of  one wife,vigilant, sober, of  good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach.… Not a novice,lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of  the devil.  Eph. 4:8–11. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, andgave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended firstinto the lower parts of  the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended upfar above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; andsome, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.  Mal. 2:7. Forthe priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: forhe is the messenger of  the LORD of  hosts.  2 Cor. 3:6. … [God] hath made us ableministers of  the new testament; not of  the letter, but of  the spirit: for the letter killeth,but the spirit giveth life.  2 Tim. 2:2. And the things that thou hast heard of  meamong many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able toteach others also.x. Jer. 14:15. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesyin my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in thisland; by sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.  Rom. 10:15. Andhow shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feetof  them that preach the gospel of  peace, and bring glad tidings of  good things!  Heb.5:4. And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of  God, as wasAaron.  1 Cor. 12:28–29. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, sec-ondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of  healings, helps,governments, diversities of  tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers?are all workers of  miracles?  1 Tim. 3:10. And let these also first be proved; then let
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Q. 159. How is the Word of  God to be preached by those that are calledthereunto?A. They that are called to labor in the ministry of  the Word, areto preach sound doctrine,y diligently,z in season and out of  season;aplainly,b not in the enticing words of  man’s wisdom, but in demon-stration of  the Spirit, and of  power;c faithfully,d making known thewhole counsel of  God;e wisely,f applying themselves to the necessi-ties and capacities of  the hearers;g zealously,h with fervent love to

them use the office of  a deacon, being found blameless.  1 Tim. 4:14. Neglect not thegift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of  the handsof  the presbytery.  1 Tim. 5:22. Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partakerof  other men’s sins: keep thyself  pure.y.  Titus 2:1, 8. But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.…sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of  the contrary part may beashamed, having no evil thing to say of  you.z.  Acts 18:25. This man was instructed in the way of  the Lord; and being fer-vent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of  the Lord, knowing onlythe baptism of  John.a.  2 Tim. 4:2. Preach the word; be instant in season, out of  season; reprove,rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.b.  1 Cor. 14:9. So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to beunderstood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air.  Seeverses 10–19.c.  1 Cor. 2:4. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words ofman’s wisdom, but in demonstration of  the Spirit and of  power.d.  Jer. 23:28. The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he thathath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff  to the wheat? saiththe LORD. 1 Cor. 4:1–2. Let a man so account of  us, as of  the ministers of  Christ,and stewards of  the mysteries of  God. Moreover it is required in stewards, that a manbe found faithful.e.   Acts 20:27. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel ofGod.f.  Col. 1:28. … whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every manin all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  2 Tim. 2:15.Study to shew thyself  approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,rightly dividing the word of  truth.g.  1 Cor. 3:2. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye werenot able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.  Heb. 5:12–14. For when for the timeye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the firstprinciples of  the oracles of  God; and are become such as have need of  milk, and notof  strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of  righteousness:for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of  full age, even those whoby reason of  use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  Luke12:42. And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lordshall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of  meat in due season?
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Godi and the souls of  his people;k sincerely,l aiming at his glory,m andtheir conversion,n edification,o and salvation.p

h.  Acts 18:25. This man was instructed in the way of  the Lord; and beingfervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of  the Lord, knowingonly the baptism of  John.  Ps. 119:139. My zeal hath consumed me, because mineenemies have forgotten thy words.  2 Tim. 4:5. But watch thou in all things, endureafflictions, do the work of  an evangelist, make full proof  of  thy ministry.i. 2 Cor. 5:13–14. For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whetherwe be sober, it is for your cause. For the love of  Christ constraineth us; because we thusjudge, that if  one died for all, then were all dead.  Phil. 1:15–17. Some indeedpreach Christ even of  envy and strife; and some also of  good will: the one preachChrist of  contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: but theother of  love, knowing that I am set for the defence of  the gospel.k.  Col. 4:12. Epaphras, who is one of  you, a servant of  Christ, saluteth you,always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and completein all the will of  God.  2 Cor. 12:15. And I will very gladly spend and be spent foryou; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.l.  2 Cor. 2:17. For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of  God: but as ofsincerity, but as of  God, in the sight of  God speak we in Christ.  2 Cor. 4:2. But [we]have renounced the hidden things of  dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor han-dling the word of  God deceitfully; but by manifestation of  the truth commendingourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of  God.m.  1 Thess. 2:4–6. But as we were allowed of  God to be put in trust with thegospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. Forneither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloak of  covetousness;God is witness: nor of  men sought we glory, neither of  you, nor yet of  others, when wemight have been burdensome, as the apostles of  Christ.  John 7:18. He that speakethof  himself  seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the sameis true, and no unrighteousness is in him.n.  1 Cor. 9:19–22. For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myselfservant unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, thatI might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I mightgain them that are under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, (beingnot without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that arewithout law. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made allthings to all men, that I might by all means save some.o.  2 Cor. 12:19. Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speakbefore God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying.  Eph.4:12. … for the perfecting of  the saints, for the work of  the ministry, for the edifyingof  the body of  Christ.p.  1 Tim. 4:16. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them:for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.  Acts 26:16–18. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, tomake thee a minister and a witness both of  these things which thou hast seen, and ofthose things in the which I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, andfrom the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn themfrom darkness to light, and from the power of  Satan unto God, that they may receive
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Q. 160. What is required of  those that hear the Word preached?A. It is required of  those that hear the Word preached, that theyattend upon it with diligence,q preparation,r and prayer;s examinewhat they hear by the Scriptures;t receive the truth with faith,ulove,wmeekness,x and readiness of  mind,y as the Word of  God;zmeditate,a and confer of  it;b hide it in their hearts,c and bring forth

forgiveness of  sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is inme. q.  Prov. 8:34. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates,waiting at the posts of  my doors.r.  1 Pet. 2:1–2. Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies,and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of  theword, that ye may grow thereby.  Luke 8:18. Take heed therefore how ye hear: forwhosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall betaken even that which he seemeth to have.s.  Ps. 119:18. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out ofthy law.  Eph. 6:18–19. … praying always with all prayer and supplication in theSpirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, tomake known the mystery of  the gospel.t.  Acts 17:11. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that theyreceived the word with all readiness of  mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whetherthose things were so.u.  Heb. 4:2. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but theword preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.w.  2 Thess. 2:10. … and with all deceivableness of  unrighteousness in themthat perish; because they received not the love of  the truth, that they might be saved.x.  James 1:21. Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of  naughtiness,and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.y.  Acts 17:11. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that theyreceived the word with all readiness of  mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whetherthose things were so.z.  1 Thess. 2:13. For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because,when ye received the word of  God which ye heard of  us, ye received it not as the wordof  men, but as it is in truth, the word of  God, which effectually worketh also in youthat believe.a.  Luke 9:44. Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of  manshall be delivered into the hands of  men.  Heb. 2:1. Therefore we ought to give themore earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should letthem slip.b.  Luke 24:14. And they talked together of  all these things which had hap-pened.  Deut. 6:6–7. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be inthine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk ofthem when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and whenthou liest down, and when thou risest up.
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the fruit of  it in their lives.d

Q. 161. How do the sacraments become effectual means of  salvation?A. The sacraments become effectual means of  salvation, not byany power in themselves, or any virtue derived from the piety or in-tention of  him by whom they are administered, but only by the work-ing of  the Holy Ghost, and the blessing of  Christ, by whom they areinstituted.e
Q. 162. What is a sacrament?A. A sacrament is an holy ordinance instituted by Christ in hischurch,f to signify, seal, and exhibitg unto those that are within the
c.  Prov. 2:1. My son, if  thou wilt receive my words, and hide my command-ments with thee … Ps. 119:11. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might notsin against thee.d.  Luke 8:15. But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest andgood heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.  James1:25. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of  liberty, and continueth therein, hebeing not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of  the work, this man shall be blessed in hisdeed.e.  1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us(not the putting away of  the filth of  the flesh, but the answer of  a good consciencetoward God,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.  Acts 8:13, 23. Then Simon him-self  believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and won-dered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.… For I perceive that thouart in the gall of  bitterness, and in the bond of  iniquity.  1 Cor. 3:5–7. Who then isPaul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave toevery man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then nei-ther is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth theincrease.  Compared with 1 Cor. 1:12–17. Now this I say, that every one of  yousaith, I am of  Paul; and I of  Apollos; and I of  Cephas; and I of  Christ. Is Christdivided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of  Paul? I thankGod that I baptized none of  you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should say that I hadbaptized in mine own name. And I baptized also the household of  Stephanas: besides,I know not whether I baptized any other. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but topreach the gospel: not with wisdom of  words, lest the cross of  Christ should be madeof  none effect.  1 Cor. 12:13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all madeto drink into one Spirit.  1 Cor. 6:11. And such were some of  you: but ye are washed,but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of  the Lord Jesus, and by theSpirit of our God.f.  Gen. 17:7, 10. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thyseed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee,and to thy seed after thee.… This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between meand you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.
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covenant of  grace,h the benefits of  his mediation;i to strengthen andincrease their faith, and all other graces;k to oblige them to obedience;lto testify and cherish their love and communion one with another;m
Ex. 12 (containing the institution of  the passover). Matt. 28:19. Go yetherefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, and of  theSon, and of  the Holy Ghost.  Matt. 26:26–28. And as they were eating, Jesus tookbread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; thisis my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drinkye all of  it; for this is my blood of  the new testament, which is shed for many for theremission of  sins.  See Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:22–26.g.  Rom. 4:11. And he received the sign of  circumcision, a seal of  the righteous-ness of  the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father ofall them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might beimputed unto them also.  1 Cor. 11:24–25. And when he had given thanks, he brakeit, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembranceof  me. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, Thiscup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembranceof  me.h.  Rom. 15:8. Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of  the circumcision forthe truth of  God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers.  Ex. 12:48. Andwhen a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover to the LORD, let allhis males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be asone that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof.  Rom. 9:8.That is, They which are the children of  the flesh, these are not the children of  God:but the children of  the promise are counted for the seed.  Gal. 3:27, 29. For as manyof  you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.… And if  ye be Christ’s,then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.i.  Acts 2:38. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one ofyou in the name of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift ofthe Holy Ghost.  1 Cor. 10:16. The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not thecommunion of  the blood of  Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the commun-ion of  the body of  Christ?k.  Rom. 4:11. And he received the sign of  circumcision, a seal of  the righteous-ness of  the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father ofall them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might beimputed unto them also.  Gal. 3:27. For as many of  you as have been baptized intoChrist have put on Christ.l.  Rom. 6:3–4. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life.  1 Cor. 10:21. Ye cannot drink the cupof  the Lord, and the cup of  devils: ye cannot be partakers of  the Lord’s table, and ofthe table of  devils.m.  Eph. 4:2–5. … with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbear-ing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of  the Spirit in the bond ofpeace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of  your
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and to distinguish them from those that are without.n

Q. 163. What are the parts of  a sacrament?A. The parts of  a sacrament are two; the one an outward andsensible sign, used according to Christ’s own appointment; the otheran inward and spiritual grace thereby signified.o
Q. 164. How many sacraments hath Christ instituted in his church underthe new testament?A. Under the new testament Christ hath instituted in his churchonly two sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper.p
Q. 165. What is baptism?A. Baptism is a sacrament of  the new testament, wherein Christ

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism.  1 Cor. 12:13. For by one Spirit are we allbaptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  1 Cor. 10:16–17. The cup ofblessing which we bless, is it not the communion of  the blood of  Christ? The breadwhich we break, is it not the communion of  the body of  Christ? For we being manyare one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of  that one bread.n.  Eph. 2:11–12. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles inthe flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision inthe flesh made by hands; that at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens fromthe commonwealth of  Israel, and strangers from the covenants of  promise, having nohope, and without God in the world.  Gen. 34:14. And they said unto them, Wecannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were areproach unto us.o.  Matt. 3:11. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he thatcometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shallbaptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.  1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure where-unto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of  the filth of  the flesh,but the answer of  a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.Titus 3:5. Not by works of  righteousness which we have done, but according to hismercy he saved us, by the washing of  regeneration, and renewing of  the Holy Ghost.Cf. Confession of  Faith 27.2 and the passages cited thereunder. Cf. alsoDeut. 10:16; 30:6; Jer. 4:4.p.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.  1 Cor. 11:20, 23. Whenye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper.… For Ihave received of  the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesusthe same night in which he was betrayed took bread.  Matt. 26:26–28. And as theywere eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples,and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave itto them, saying, Drink ye all of  it; for this is my blood of  the new testament, which isshed for many for the remission of  sins.
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hath ordained the washing with water in the name of  the Father, andof  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost,q to be a sign and seal of  ingraftinginto himself,r of  remission of  sins by his blood,s and regeneration byhis Spirit;t of  adoption,u and resurrection unto everlasting life;w andwhereby the parties baptized are solemnly admitted into the visiblechurch,x and enter into an open and professed engagement to bewholly and only the Lord’s.y

Q. 166. Unto whom is baptism to be administered?A. Baptism is not to be administered to any that are out of  thevisible church, and so strangers from the covenant of  promise, tillthey profess their faith in Christ, and obedience to him,z but infants
q.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.r.  Gal. 3:27. For as many of  you as have been baptized into Christ have put onChrist.  Rom. 6:3. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into Jesus Christwere baptized into his death?s.  Mark 1:4. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism ofrepentance for the remission of  sins.  Rev. 1:5. … Unto him that loved us, and washedus from our sins in his own blood.  Acts 2:38. Then Peter said unto them, Repent,and be baptized every one of  you in the name of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins,and ye shall receive the gift of  the Holy Ghost.  Acts 22:16. And now why tarriestthou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of  the Lord.1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not theputting away of  the filth of  the flesh, but the answer of  a good conscience towardGod,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.t.  Titus 3:5. Not by works of  righteousness which we have done, but accordingto his mercy he saved us, by the washing of  regeneration, and renewing of  the HolyGhost.  Eph. 5:26. … that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of  waterby the word.  See Acts 2:38.u.  Gal. 3:26–27. For ye are all the children of  God by faith in Christ Jesus. Foras many of  you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.w.  1 Cor. 15:29. Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if  thedead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?  Rom. 6:5. For if  wehave been planted together in the likeness of  his death, we shall be also in the likenessof  his resurrection.x.  1 Cor. 12:13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether webe Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink intoone Spirit.  Acts 2:41. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and thesame day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.y.  Rom. 6:4. Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that likeas Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father, even so we alsoshould walk in newness of  life.  See Acts 2:38–42.z.  Acts 2:38–39, 41. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized everyone of  you in the name of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive

Q. 165



THE LARGER CATECHISM 319
descending from parents, either both, or but one of  them, professingfaith in Christ, and obedience to him, are in that respect within thecovenant, and to be baptized.a

Q. 167. How is our baptism to be improved by us?A. The needful but much neglected duty of  improving our bap-tism, is to be performed by us all our life long, especially in the timeof  temptation, and when we are present at the administration of  it toothers;b by serious and thankful consideration of  the nature of  it, andof  the ends for which Christ instituted it, the privileges and benefits
the gift of  the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to allthat are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.… Then they that gladlyreceived his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them aboutthree thousand souls.  Acts 8:12, 36, 38. But when they believed Philip preachingthe things concerning the kingdom of  God, and the name of  Jesus Christ, they werebaptized, both men and women.… And as they went on their way, they came unto acertain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to bebaptized?… And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down bothinto the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  Acts 16:15. Andwhen she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If  ye have judgedme to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she con-strained us.a.  Col. 2:11–12. … in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcisionmade without hands, in putting off  the body of  the sins of  the flesh by the circumci-sion of  Christ: buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him throughthe faith of  the operation of  God, who hath raised him from the dead.  Acts 2:38–39. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of  you in the nameof  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift of  the Holy Ghost.For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even asmany as the Lord our God shall call.  Rom. 4:11–12. And he received the sign ofcircumcision, a seal of  the righteousness of  the faith which he had yet being uncir-cumcised: that he might be the father of  all them that believe, though they be notcircumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: and the father ofcircumcision to them who are not of  the circumcision only, but who also walk in thesteps of  that faith of  our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.1 Cor. 7:14. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbeliev-ing wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now arethey holy.  Luke 18:15–16. And they brought unto him also infants, that he wouldtouch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called themunto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for ofsuch is the kingdom of  God.  See Gen. 17:7–9; Gal. 3:9–14; Rom. 11:16.b.  Col. 2:11–12. … in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcisionmade without hands, in putting off  the body of  the sins of  the flesh by the circumci-sion of  Christ: buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him throughthe faith of  the operation of  God, who hath raised him from the dead.  Rom. 6:4, 6,
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conferred and sealed thereby, and our solemn vow made therein;c bybeing humbled for our sinful defilement, our falling short of, andwalking contrary to, the grace of  baptism, and our engagements;d bygrowing up to assurance of  pardon of  sin, and of  all other blessingssealed to us in that sacrament;e by drawing strength from the deathand resurrection of  Christ, into whom we are baptized, for the mor-tifying of  sin, and quickening of  grace;f and by endeavoring to live
11. Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ wasraised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father, even so we also should walk innewness of  life.… knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the bodyof  sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.… Likewise reckonye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christour Lord.c.  Rom. 6:3–5. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life. For if  we have been planted together inthe likeness of  his death, we shall be also in the likeness of  his resurrection.  1 Pet.3:21. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the puttingaway of  the filth of  the flesh, but the answer of  a good conscience toward God,) by theresurrection of  Jesus Christ.d.  1 Cor. 1:11–13. For it hath been declared unto me of  you, my brethren, bythem which are of  the house of  Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Nowthis I say, that every one of  you saith, I am of  Paul; and I of  Apollos; and I of  Cephas;and I of  Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized inthe name of  Paul?  Rom. 6:2–3. God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, liveany longer therein? Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into Jesus Christwere baptized into his death?e.  Rom. 6:4–7, 22. Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father, even so wealso should walk in newness of  life. For if  we have been planted together in the likenessof  his death, we shall be also in the likeness of  his resurrection: knowing this, that ourold man is crucified with him, that the body of  sin might be destroyed, that henceforthwe should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.… But now being madefree from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and theend everlasting life.  1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth alsonow save us (not the putting away of  the filth of  the flesh, but the answer of  a goodconscience toward God,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.  Rom. 5:1–2. Thereforebeing justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: bywhom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice inhope of  the glory of  God.  Jer. 33:8. And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity,whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, wherebythey have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.f.  Rom. 6:3–5. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism

Q. 167



THE LARGER CATECHISM 321
by faith,g to have our conversation in holiness and righteousness,h asthose that have therein given up their names to Christ;i and to walkin brotherly love, as being baptized by the same Spirit into one body.k

Q. 168. What is the Lord’s Supper?A. The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament of  the new testament,lwherein, by giving and receiving bread and wine according to theappointment of  Jesus Christ, his death is showed forth; and they thatworthily communicate feed upon his body and blood, to their spiri-tual nourishment and growth in grace;m have their union and com-munion with him confirmed;n testify and renew their thankfulness,o
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life. For if  we have been planted together inthe likeness of  his death, we shall be also in the likeness of  his resurrection.g.  Gal. 3:26–27. For ye are all the children of  God by faith in Christ Jesus. For asmany of  you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.h.  Rom. 6:22. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God,ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.i.  Acts 2:38. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one ofyou in the name of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift ofthe Holy Ghost.  Compared with Gal. 2:20. I am crucified with Christ: neverthe-less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh Ilive by the faith of  the Son of  God, who loved me, and gave himself  for me.  See alsoRev. 2:17.k.  1 Cor. 12:13, 25. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whetherwe be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drinkinto one Spirit.… That there should be no schism in the body; but that the membersshould have the same care one for another.l.  Luke 22:20. Likewise also [he took] the cup after supper, saying, This cup isthe new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.m.  Matt. 26:26–28. And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it,and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And hetook the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of  it; for this ismy blood of  the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of  sins.1 Cor. 11:23–26. For I have received of  the Lord that which also I delivered untoyou, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: andwhen he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which isbroken for you: this do in remembrance of  me. After the same manner also he tookthe cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: thisdo ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of  me. For as often as ye eat this bread, anddrink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.n.  1 Cor. 10:16. The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not the communion ofthe blood of  Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of  the bodyof Christ?o.  1 Cor. 11:24. And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat:
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